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The Spirit of Sacrifice on ‘Eid-ul-Adha 

 

 

 

“And who desires to turn away from the religion of Ibrahim except him who befools himself”? 

 

 

“Indeed, We chose him in this world, and in the hereafter he shall be amongst the righteous”. 

  

 

“And when his Lord said to him: “Submit!” he said: “I have submitted myself to the Lord of the 

Universe”.                                                                                            (Surat-ul-Baqarah, ayat 130 -131) 

In these ayat, Allah says that He asked Ibrahim 'alayhis-salam to give up his nafs for the pleasure 

of Allah. Ibrahim 'a.s. surrendered and submitted his nafs to his Lord, the Cherisher and the 

Sustainer of the universe. 

He surrendered his nafs, and sacrificed his family, and he gave up the environment where he was 

born and brought up. As you all know, in this world no one is dearer to a man than his family, 

particularly parents, children, brothers and sisters. They are so dear that a man will endure any 

sacrifice for them. However, think of the story of Ibrahim 'a.s. How and why he gave up and 

sacrificed all of this. 

Ibrahim 'a.s. grew up in a Jahili society which disbelieved in all values and transgressed the laws of 

Allah. But Ibrahim's Fitrah, his true nature, refused to flow with the tide, or be led by public 

opinion, or submit to the existing order of things. Ibrahim 'a.s. was determined to resist Jahiliyyah 

and to fight it, at all costs. An individual who had no weapon but the Truth itself with which to 

defend himself, he announced to his people his belief in Allah and his rejection of the idols and 

images they worshipped. His first encounter was with his own father. Allah says: 

  

 

And when Ibrahim said to his father Azar: "Have you taken idols as objects of worship? Indeed, 

I see you and your people in obvious misguidance.                                (Surah Al An ‘am, ayah 74) 
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And he said to his father: “O my father! Why do you worship such a thing as which cannot 

hear, neither see, nor profit you with anything?”                                   (Surah Maryam, ayah 42) 

 

 

 

 

Ibrahim’s father said: “Do you oppose my gods, O Ibrahim?  If you do not desist, I shall surely 

stone you … be gone from here for a time!”                                             (Surah Maryam, ayah 46) 

 

Thus, Ibrahim 'a.s. left his father, his house, his people and his relatives. He did not return in his 

lifetime, as the fact that he had totally submitted himself to Allah prevented him from 

compromising the religion of his Rabb with the ways of Batil and Jahiliyyah. 

Let us pause here for a while, and reflect upon the magnitude of the Emaan which had engulfed 

the heart of Ibrahim 'a.s. A single man, without followers or supporters, unarmed and powerless, 

rejected by his own people and even by his own father. But how can the Truth bow down to 

falsehood? 

The opposition and disbelief of Ibrahim's people intensified when they ordered that Ibrahim be 

thrown into the fire. Yet look at how he submitted willingly and fearlessly to the decrees of Allah. 

He was hurled into the blazing flames, when the Call from above descended on him: 

 

 

“O fire! Be cool and safe for Ibrahim”                                                         (Surat-ul-Anbiya’, ayah 69) 

This story of sacrifice faced by the father of the Prophets continued to unfold further, and in the 

end, Allah declared him to be amongst His chosen and purified servants, and one of the greatest 

Messengers of Allah that the world has ever known. 

 

 

“Thus do We reward the doers of good; Indeed, he was one of Our true believing servants”. 

                                                                                                       (Surat-us-Saffat, ayat 110-111) 

It is indeed the Sunnah of Allah that He will greatly reward those who follow the path of 

Ibrahim, Khalilullah.  This was the reason Allah singled out the story of Ibrahim ‘a.s as an 

abiding record of obedience and Istislam (submission), and a sign for the guidance of 

humanity.  
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“And We made him as a sign for those of the later times; Peace be upon Ibrahim”.      

                                                                                          (Surat-us-Saffat, ayat 108-109) 

 

 

The commemoration of Ibrahim's ‘a’s Dhabh (sacrifice) of his son is an act which demonstrates 

self-denial, humbleness of heart, patience and submission to the will of Allah. In Islam, the 

sacrifice represents a higher and noble ideal which nourishes and elevates the soul. It develops 

the personality of man and refines his nafs. The cultivation of the soul, its fortification and 

beautification are matters of supreme importance. We must strive hard to achieve that end. 

We would acquire a new power, a new sense of responsibility, and the desire and urge to serve 

and help other people. This awakening will make us conscious to sacrifice our animal appetites, 

emotional pleasure, comforts of life, advantages of worldly position for the study and practice 

of Allah's religion. 

We shall find that in sacrificing our own desires we will lose nothing, but rather we will gain a 

new power, a new peace of mind, a new capacity to think calmly and clearly as to what is the 

best course of action, a new ability for brotherhood, co-operation, solidarity and international 

unification which will bind the Muslim Ummah together as one unbreakable chain. 

Qari Maulana Muhammad Tayyib Sahib has elaborated the essence of real sacrifice in Islam. 

"The ritual known as sacrifice, too, has a body and a soul: its body, or form, is the act of 

slaughtering the animal. Its soul, or the truth about it, is to generate in one's heart the supreme 

feeling of self sacrifice. It is evident that this spiritual delight cannot be derived without 

slaughtering or performing animal sacrifice. There is no doubt that a body is recipient of only as 

much soul as it is capable of holding. Salah has its soul, Zakah has its soul, Sawm has its soul, 

Hajj has its soul, and Dhabh (sacrifice) has its soul, each distinct from the other. In short, to line 

up to the spirit of a particular ritual or act of worship, it is imperative to adopt the very form 

that Allah has ordained for it.  In this way alone one can reach the soul”. 

The very thing that Allah asks us to sacrifice has to be the thing sacrificed.  Allah says: 

 

 

“You will never attain to goodness until you spend out of what you love (in Allah’s Cause) 

And Allah knows whatever you spend”.                                            (Surah Al Imran, ayah 92) 

As we all know, the ultimate goal of the Qurban is Taqwa: piety, virtue, consciousness of Allah.  

He says:  

 

 

“It is not their meat or their blood that reaches Allah, rather it is your Taqwa that reaches      
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       Him”. (Surat-ul-Hajj, ayah 37) 

Qurban, therefore, is an example for the performance of the highest sacrifice of one’s life if 

necessary in the Path of Allah.  It is also a sign of submission to His Will, and willingness to 

follow all lofty ideals and actions at His Command.  

Qurban, as we have seen, is a symbolic commitment to sacrifice our time and our wealth for 

the pleasure of Allah.  

• It is a commitment to sacrifice our talent, skills and abilities for the sake of Allah’s 

Deen. 

• It is a commitment to sacrifice our energy and intellectual capacity for the Cause of 

Islam.  

• It is a commitment to sacrifice even our life if necessary to please Allah.  

 

That was the message of ‘Eid-ul-Adha’ the Adhiyah, the Qurban of Ibrahim and Ismail ‘alayhim-us-

salam.  Someone spoke the truth when he said;  

Ho agar aj bhi Ibrahim kai man paida 

Ag kar sakti hai andaz-e gulistan paida 

If the Emaan of Ibrahim existed today in us, 

The fire will be turned into a fragrant garden today for us. 

We ask Allah subhanahu wa ta ala for the prosperity and success of the entire Ummah.  We 

ask Him to give us all the Tawfiq to hold firmly onto the Rope of Allah, to unite the Muslims in 

solidarity and brotherhood and one firm ‘aqidah’ without any linguistic, racial or sectarian 

differences.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May all of us have a Happy Eid Mubarak 
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TAKBIR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The recitation or Takbir on 'Eid Day has great thawaab (reward). 

Transliteration 

1.  Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar, La Illaha Illalah, Wallahu Akbar Allahu Akbar, Wa Lillahil Hamd. - 

(recite three times) 

2. Allahu Akbar Kabira, Wal Hamdulillahi Kathira, Wa Subhanallahi,  Bukratan Wa Asila. 

3. La Illaha Illallah, Wala Na Budu Illa Iyyahu, Mukh Lisina Lahuddin, Wa Lao Karihal Kafiroon. 

4. La Ilaha Illallahu Wahdah, Sadaqa Wadah, Wa Nasara Abdahu, Wa a-azza Jundahu, Wa Hazamal Ah Zaba 

Wahdah. 

5. Allahumma Salli Ala Sayyidina Muhammad 

Wa Ala Ali Sayyidina Muhammad 

Wa  Ala  As'habi   Sayyidina Muhamud   

Wa Ala Ansari  Sayyidina Muhammad 

Wa Ala Azwaji  Sayyidina Muhammad 

Wa Ala Zurriyyati Sayyidina Muhammad 

Wa Sallim Tasliman Kathira. 

6 La Illaha Illallahu Wallahu Akbar, Allahu Akbar, Wa-Lillahil Hamd 

Transliteration 

1. Allah is the greatest, Allah is the greatest, Allah is the greatest.  

There is no God but Allah, Allah is the greatest   

Allah is the greatest, all praise is due to Allah. 

2. Allah is the greatest and all praise is due to Allah in abundance 

(I declare) the Holiness of Allah in the morning and in the evening. 

3. There is no God but Allah the One; we worship no one except Him, making sincere worship for Him though 

unbelievers object. 

4. There is no God except Allah, the One.  He fulfilled His word, helped His servant, honoured His soldiers and 

himself defeated the groups of unbelievers. 
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5. 0 Allah, shower blessings on our leader Muhammad and on the family of our leader Muhammad 

and on the family of our leader Muhammad 

and on the helpers of our leader Muhammad 

and on the wives of our leader Muhammad 

and on the off-springs of our leader Muhammad 

and bestow peace in abundance. 

6. There is no God except Allah and Allah is the greatest, Allah is the greatest and all praise is due to Allah. 

Method of Sacrifice 

It is preferable to sacrifice with ones’ own hands.  The method is as follows,  

• All animals are placed on their left side on the ground facing with the next facing qiblah.  

You should recite the following after this has been done: 

 

 

 

INNI WAJJAHTU WAJHIA LILLADIU FATARAS SAMAWATI WAL ARDHA HANIFAM MUSLIMAN WA 

MA ANA MINAL MUSHRIKIN.   INNA SALATI WA NUSUKI WA MAHYAYA WA MAMMATI LILLAIU 

RABBIL 'ALAMIN.   LA SHARIKA LAHU WA BIDHALIKA UMIRTU WA ANA AWWALUL MUSLIMIN.  

ALLAHUMMA MINKA WA LAKA BISMILLAH.   ALLAHU AKBAR. 

I divert my attention to the Lord who has created the heavens and the earth. I offer my devotions 

to Allah by separating from all, and I am not of the non-believers. Indeed, my prayers, my sacrifice 

is all for Allah who has no partner and I have been ordered so and I am amongst the first to obey. 

0 Allah! I make this sacrifice which came from you for your pleasure. In the name of Allah, the 

Greatest. 

• Then the throat of the animal, that is the jugular vein only is to be cut so that the last drop 

of blood flows out of its body. 

• After slaughtering the sacrifice beast, the following dua should be recited.  

 

ALLAHUMMA TAQABBALHU MINNI KAMA TAQABBALTTA MIN HABIBIKA MUHAMMAD (SWS) WA 

KHALILIKA   IBRAHIM (AS). 

0 Allah! Accept this sacrifice from me in the way you have accepted from your dear Prophet 

Muhammad (SWS) and your friend, Prophet Ibrahim (AS). 

• For slaughtering the animal, the following points should be noted, 

o  It should be slaughtered with the name of Allah. 

o with a very sharp knife so that the jugular vein may be cut with minimum possible 

pain. 

o the skin should not be removed and limbs should not be cut as long as there Is any 

sign of life in the animal. 

o the knife should not be sharpened in front of the animal. 

o the animal should not be slaughtered in front of other animals. 
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• Intention, niyyat. In the first instance one who proposes to make the sacrifice must make 

niyyat to do so.  It is enough to make intention in one's mind to offer the Qurbani and it is 

not required to offer it aloud (orally). 

• It is high commendable that one who intends to offer a sacrifice should refrain from a 

haircut or shaving the head or clipping the finger nails from the 1 Dhil-Hijjah                             

up until the time of performing the sacrifice.  


